RCIA 3C The Old Testarment 10/6/10 5:09:59 PM
Topic Untitled #1
e | ISRAEL: THE PEOPLE OF GOD

e a) The true God intervenes into his life
e b) God called him to leave all and follow God’s guidance

e (1) God’s call entailed a much more dramatic challenge than the call
would require today
e (a) A person received his identity from his family, his clan,

e (b) People lived in a communal, not an individual, culture
e (¢) And a family offered its members
e [1] Protection

e [2] Home, sheiter -- all the married brothers lived together in one
home, all the male kin in one village
e [3] Food

e [4] Education
e [5] Livelihood — generations of people worked at the family’s trade
e [6] Social life
e [7] Religious life
e (2) God offered Abraham
e (a) Land
o (b) And a posterity
e (3) Genpesis 12:1

e 2 Abraham became an example of faith for later generations

e a) After having an experience of a strange God, he was asked to leave all
and follow God’s directions

e (1) [CHART]
e (2) He had no idea of where the journey wouild iead
e (3) Nor had he any idea of where the journey wouid end

e b) Later, when he and his wife had passed child-conceiving age, he was
asked to believe that he would father a great nation

e (1) Genesis 15:1
e (a) After this, the word of the LORD came fo Abram in a vision: ‘Do
not be afraid, Abram. | am your shield, your very great reward.”
® (b) 2 But Abram said. “O Sovereign LORD, whal can you give me
since | remain childless and the one who will inherit my estate is

Eliezer of Damascus?”

® (c) 3 And Abram said, “You have given me no children; so a servant
) household will heir.”

® (d) _ im:
your heir, i
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e c) Still iater: God asked Him to sacrifice the miraculous male heir God had
provided and still believe in the promise of a vast posterity
e (1) Genesis22:1
e (a) Now if came to pass after these things that God tested Abraham,
and said to him, "Abraham!" And he said, "Here [ am.”
e (b) 2 Then He said, "Take now your son. your only son isaac. whom
you love, and go fo the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a

you."
e 3 The Abraham story contains lessons for us today

e a) God is calling us to set off into the unknown leaving the only thing we
know: ourselves

e (1) God promises us security and a meaningful future
e (2) He promises us escape from chaos
e b) God is calling us to trust that we, too, can produce a vast nation
e (1) Despite all the limitations of our lives: age, vocation, education
e {2) Despite any and all hardships that may occur during our lives

® ¢) Godis calling us to be willing to sacrifice all that seems necessary in
order to follow His guidance, trusting only in God

-émmmmmﬂmmmm

® a) Thts covenant reflects election, selection, grace, not reward
e b) The same humble conclusion remains true for us

e (1) God binds Himself to us

e (2) He binds Himself freely

e (3) He comes in response to our peed, not our merit
® 5 Yet Abraham remains a real person in real life and in the Bible stories about
him: the Bible allows his warts to show
e a) He deals harshly with his first son, Ishmael and the child’s mother, Hagar
o (1) Genesj i |

the Wilderness of Beersheba,

e (b} 15 And the water in the skin was used up, and she placed the boy
under cne of the shrubs. 16 Then she went and sat down across
from him at a distance of about a bow shot; for she said to herself,
“l et me not see the death of the boy." So she sat opposite him,

and lifted her voice and wept.
e (2) He exiles the two because of his wife’s jealousy -- Abraham was
henpecked!
® (3) The Bible offers no excuses for Abraham’s cold conduct towards his
own child

e (a) The Bible allows its heroes to have feet of clay

® (b) This honest portrayal allows us to identify with these Biblical
heroes; they remain real
e b) He passes his wife off as his sister to save his own skin on a journey into
Egypt
e (1) Genesis 12:10

e (a) Now there was a famine in the land. So Abram went down to
Egypt to reside there as an alien, for the famine was severe in the
land. 11 When he was about fo enter Eqypt._he said fo his wife
Sarai, "l know well that you are a woman beautiful in appearance;
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wife’. then they will kill me, but they will let you live. 13 Say you are
my sister, so that it may go well with me because of you, and that
my life may be spared on your account.”
e (2) Conclusions
e (a) The man of faith failed to believe on some occasions
e (b) And the man of faith was a coward!
e 6 Faith
e a) Not believing about God
e (1) Itis not accepting a bunch of truths as valid
e (a) From the Bible
¢ (b) Or from creeds
e (c) Examples of what “faith” is not
e [1] Accepting as true that creation was accomplished in 7 days
e [2] Or accepting as true that "Jesus is Lord and Savior”
e (2) This kind of faith, “faith about,” does not save us!
e (a) We can accept teachings as true and be miserable as “heil”
e (b) Many believe about but they have no inner serenify. o peace. no
salvation now
e b) But believing [n Jesus
e (1) Example of the "chair”
e (@) | can know all the scientific statistics regarding the chair
e [1] And | accept all these as true
e [2] | can accept as certain that it will hold my weight
e [3] My mental acceptance does me no good if I'm tired
e (b) Relief comes from sitting in the chair
e [1] Intense knowledge "about” is not needed for relief, for salvation
o 2] C o ¢ to. in. the chair is & \ thing i :
relief, for salvation
e (c) We_commit ourselves to, believe in, Jesus
® [1] As “Savior’ -- we don't try to save ourselves, to make
ourselves good

e [2] As “Lord” — we realize Jesus can and does offer us all we
need for salvation

e (2) Eaith: committing one’s seif to Jesus
e (2) Trusting.in the love He gives us
e (b) Trusting that we are lovable — able to be loved
e [1] Not as a result of our own efforts
e [2] But solely because God loves us, gives us His love
e B THE REMAINING PATRIARCHS: ISAAC AND JACOB

e 1 These remaining patriarchs are not important because of any dramatic
actions they performed
® a) Note the fact that Jacob’s name was changed to “Israel,” one who
“Wrestles with God”

e (1) Genesis 32:24
e (a) Then Jacob was left alone; .and a Man wrestled with him until the
breaking of day. 25 Now when He saw that He did not prevail
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against him, He touched the socket of his hip: and the socket of
Jacob's hip was out of joint as He wrestled with him,
e (b) 26 And He said, "Let Me go, for the day breaks." But he said, "I will
not let You go unless You bless me!"
® (c) MMM&W_MW
And He said. "Your name shall no ionger be called Jacob,
Israel:_for you have struggled with God and with men, and have
prevailed ™
e b) Jacob had twelve sons, each the ancestor of a tribe
e 2 The “Israelites” of the OT
e a) They were sons of Jacob
e (1) Jacob was a son of Isaac
e (2) !saac was the son of Abraham to whom the promises were made
e b) All inherit the promises made to Abraham because they are the “seed of

Abraham;” that is why they are God’s People
e 3 The “Israclites” of the NT
e 3) Mark 3:31
® (1) Then his mother and his brothers came; and standing_outside, they
hi ' called him. 32 A , ti -
they said to him, “Your mother and your brothers and sisters are
outside, asking for you.”

e (2) 33 And he replied, “Who are my mother and my brothers?” 34 And
mmwmmmmm
and my brothers! 35 Whoever does the will of God is my brother and

e b) Sonship in the NT is based upon “doing the will" of the Father

e (1) Itis not just being a blood descendant as it was in the OT

e (2) The "Will of the Father” must not be misunderstood

e (a) ltd consist primarily in obeying laws
e (b) It consists in letting God love and save us

e (c) The Father sends Jesus to [ove and save us
e [1] Letting Jesus love us; letting Jesus save us -- that is the will of
the Father
e [2] And, then, serving others with this love -- that is also the will of
the Father
o C ELECTION

e 1 All through the OT God elects, freely selects, the wrong people
e a) The cheating son, Jacob - the younger son
e (1) Genesis27:18

® (a} So he went to his father and said, "My father.” And he said, "Here |
am. Who are you, my son?" 19 Jacob said to his father "l am
Esau your firstborn; | have done just as you told me; please arse.,
sit and eat of my game, that your bl !
e (2) God seems to be rewarding dishonesty

e (3) And, far worse according to the cultural values of the time, God
seems to be accepting a serious threat to the stability of the famity
and clan

e (a) Normally, the blessing and inheritance passed to the eldest son --
the entire family, clan, recognized this

e (b) Any violation of this procedure threatened all family and clan
harmony
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e b) David - youngest child of Jesse

e (1) 1Samuel 1611
® (a) And Samuel said to Jesse, "Are all the young men here?" Then he
said, ” ins yet the youngest _and there he is, keeping
the sheep." And Samue! said to Jesse, "Send and bring him. For
e (b) 12 So he sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, with bright
eyes, and good-looking. And the LORD said, "Arise, anoint him,
< T
OIQMM_ESL! 5 | took the horn of oil and anoi { him in the mid
of his brothers: and the Spirit of the L ORD came upon David from
that day forward,
e ¢) Solomon: (1) younger son of David and (2) the son of an adulterous
mother

e (1) 2Samuel 11:1

e (a) it happened in the spring of the year, at the time when kings go out
fo battle, that David sent Joab and his servants with him, and all
Israel: and they destroyed the people of Ammon and besieged
Rabat But David remained at Jerusalem.

e (b} 2 Then it happened one evening that David arose from his bed
and walked on the roof of the king's house. And from the roof he
saw a woman bathing, and the woman was very beautiful to
behold.

e (c) MMMMMWHMMW

e 2 Election is not based upon merit or upon anything within us
e 3 It always remains a free choice of God
e a) To us it will always appear mysterious
e b) Even to the people called, elected, it will always seem odd, strange

e 4 People (and groups] are elected fo serve! For purgose, for mission! (To be

® a) Theywere not elected to celebrate status!

e b) Israel was called to be God's Jight to the nations
® (1) To show the world what obeying God can accomplish amongst a
e ( individuals within le)
e (2) To make others want to accept this same God so that their lives as a
people might be as harmonious and blessed as was Israel’s
e ¢) The Book of Jonah shows the purpose of election,

e (1) The book reveals how Israel, both before and after the exile, lost its
sense of its being called by God to be His light to the world
e (a) Jonah, (Israel,) wanted the pagan nations punished

o (b) Jonah, (Israel,) felt smug and superior to these pagan nations
e (c) In reality, they should have felt humble and grateful and contrite
e [1] Humble for the mystery of their election
e {2] Grateful for the sacredness of their mission as light to the world
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e [3] Contrite for their failure (before the exile) to camry out the
mission
® (2) The same errors have certainly been true of Christians often, of
Catholics often
® d) The wonder of election challenges us to be on guard against the danger

of smugness
e (1) The mystery of election can aid us to avoid this danger

e (2) It can help us remain grateful for our status
e D PREDESTINATION
e 1 Romans §:28

e a) We know that all things work together for good for those who love God,
who are called according fo his purpose.

e b) 29 Forthose whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed fo
the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large

family. 30 And those whom he predestined he also called. and those
whom he called he also jystified; and those whom he justified he also
glorfied.
e 2 God elects some while others He condemns

e a) He seems to have done this before He created any of them

® b) Being damned before our creation, independent of our actions, doesn't
seem fair to us
e 3 In the passage, God is dealing with nations, not with individuals

e a) Mediterranean peoples thought socially, not individually as we do
e (1) The group came before the individual in their thinking

e (2) Israel of the OT and the spiritual Israel of the NT called to be God's
“Light to the World” was not a reference to individuals but to a People

e (3) Individuals are called to become part of the people
e (a) Butitis as a people that witness is to be offered fo the world
e (b) God blessed this people
e [1] With His guidance
e [2] With His protection
e [3] And with His laws
e [a] These guidelines were not seen as restrictive rules

e [b] Rather they were seen as guidelines for a healthy, peace-
filled society
e b) Other nations were left to the "wrath of God”

e (1) As pations they don't experience the harmon
an awareness that God has selected and is loving them
e (a) As proof of this lack of love from God, they don’t have the
guidance of His commandments to show them how to live together
as a nation in harmony
e (b) Their communal lives, therefore, are marked by strife, by
chaos
e (2) Israel was intended 1o stand out as different -- so is the Church

e (a) Each was offered God’s help fo do this -- they receive His
grace through worship

e (b) Each was offered God's guidance, -- they receive the gift of
God’s laws

e (¢c) Living His guidance aided by His help should make them a
community of harmony and order
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e c) The Israels (both Old and New) have been elected, called, to a ministry

on earth
e (1) They have been called to be magnets drawing all other peoples to the

God who so blesses them
® (3} Election, then, involves more than “being,” *being special”
e (b) Itinvolves doing, living, witnessing
e (2) The quote from Romans refers to the here and now

e (a) It does not refer to etemnal judgment, blessing and curse in
Heaven and Hell

e (b) We must remember that concepts of these did not exist for almost
all of the OT period

e (c) Such a concept does exist, of course, in the NT -- and Romans is

written for a NT community
e (d) But, the NT deals with God relating with people now

e 4 A problem does remain
e a) The Bible offers twin truths that to us seem to conflict with each other

e (1) (1) God is in control of everything
e (2) (2) We are free
e b) The Bible teaches both as true

e (1) Biblical thought accented God's control but also accepted our
freedom

e (2) We accent our freedom but also accept God’s controi

® c) Our only resolution is to accept both as truths resulting from our own
experiences

e (1) We experience God'’s loving Providence

® (2) And we experience the reality of our freedom since we are made in
the image of God

e E ISRAEL; THE PEOPLE OF GOD

e 1 “Exodus"

e a) The ferm refers to a series of events that formed the people “Israel’

e (1) The term “Exodus” includes everything from the call of Moses to the
covenant formed at Sinai

® (2) Israel: A mob becomes a people. unified by the events they
expenence
e (3) This eveni becomes the pattern for interpreting everything that
happens in the past, present, and future of Israel
e (a) All that happened before the event was interpreted according to

this pattern
e [1] God'’s relations with Adam, Noah, and Abraham were all seen

as covenants
e [2] God freely bound Himself to bless or protect each of them

e (b) All that happened after the event was also interpreted according to
this pattern
e [1] The 40 years in the wildermess

e [2] The conquest
® [3] The time of the judges
e [4] The kingdom
e [a] Its division
¢ [b] The fall of both the northem and southern kingdoms
e (¢) The expectation of a future “Messiah”
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e (4) Thus the NT sees the Death and Resurrection of Jesus as a New
Exodus -- as establishing a new covenant, a new pact between God
and us

e b) Moses

e (1) He was the instrument God used to free people
e (@) God, not Moses, frees the people
e (b) Moses is simply the tool God chose

® (¢) Because of his role in this determining moment in the history of the
people, he became the most respected person in later Jewish
religious tradition
e (2) His call begins with a dramatic experience of God: The Bumning Bush

e (a) God revealed to him His, God's, own personal name,
e [1] Exodus 3(1
o a] 1 Now M ina the flock of Jethro his father-in-
law,_the priest of Midian he i h 1
of the desert and came fo Horeb, the mountain of God.
e [b] 2 There the ang

fire from within a bush, Moses saw that though the bush
e it dic 1ot

e [c] 3 So Moses thought, “I will go over and see this strange
sight--why the bush does not burn up.” 4 When the LORD
saw that he had gone over to look, God calfed to him from

am.”
e [d] 5 "Do not come an ! id..-

M hid S s afraid t G
e [fl AndGod said fo Moses. " - d.
me fo you.’
o [2] There are several different interpretations offered for God’s
name

e [a] We don't have to understand the name
e (b] We need to experience the God who ‘is”
e {1} The God who “who is” real
e {2} The God “who is real and who is acfing in our fives”
e (b) He is commissioned by God and sent to Pharach
e [1] In the Biblical tradition, God never just “appears” to people
® [a] He allows them to experience some facet of His Love

e [b] But he also always commissions them -- gives them
9 =

e {b} 8 So I have come dowp to rescue them from the
g hand of the Eqyptians and to bring them up out of
that fand info a good and spacious fand a land
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g with milk and honey--the home of the
Canaanites. Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and
Jebusites.

® (c} 9 And now the cry of the Israelites has reached me,
and | have seen the way the Egyptians are
oppressing them.

e {d} 10 Sonow, go. lam sending you to Pharaoh to bring
¢ [2] Moses, the great leader, is a reluctant hero

e [a] He tries to refuse his mission and have God send his
brother Aaron instead

e [b] Exodus 4:10

® {1} Then Moses said to the LORD, “0 my_Lord, I am not
mmmmmmmm
_but | am slow of speech and slow of

te.agb_mu_wb.ar.m&ﬂaﬂﬁam_
e {4} 13 But he said, "O my Lord, please send by the hand of
whomever else You may send.”

e {5) 14 So the anger of the LORD was kindled against
Moses,

e [c] All the heroes of the Bible have feet of clay
e {1} They were real people before their call
e {a) Moses was married to a pagan woman
e {b} He received his call in the Wilderness area of Midian
e {2} They remain real people after their call
e {a] He tries to refuse God’s call after God appeared fo
him

e (b} Even when God promised to be his mouthpiece, he
refused his call
& ¢) The 10 Plagues

e (1) Ten great signs were offered to Pharach
e (a) [CHART]
e (b) The Biblical understanding of the actions we call “miracles” was
very different from our understanding of the term
e [1] We see them primarily as dramatic actions
e [2] The Bible saw them as signs..as validations God was acting
in.and through this event
e [a] The dramatic nature of the event was not of the essence of
the miracle

e [b] The essence of the miracle consists of both the action and
the self revelation of God

e (2) Pharaoh’s “heart was ‘hardened™
e (a) Exodus 4:.21

o [1] And the LORD said to Moses, “When you go back fo Egypt,
see that you perform before Pharaoh all the wonders that |
have put in your power,

o (p) Exodus7:13
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e [1] And Pharaoh’s heart grew hard, and he did not heed them, as
the LORD had said,

. _(Q) . 1 + 1]
according fo the meaning it has today
e [1] The Hebrew understanding of the word "Heart" was very
different from our understanding of it

e [a] The “Heart” was not primarily thought of as the organ of
feeling, of loving and hating

e [b] Rather it was seen as the organ of thinking
e [2] Remember.
o [a] God inspired the Biblical message for them, not for us,_using
heir cul a

e [b] We must translate the message God offered the original
author into the thoughts and words of our culture if we are to
have a similar experience of God

o (d) Iaezetece,_a_bazdens_d_tmact_ﬁ_a_c&ae_dmni

e [2] Pharaoh had a closed mind!
e [a] Exodus 11:10
e {1} So Moses and Aaron did all these wonders before
Pharaoh; and the LORD hardened Pharaoh's heart,
id not A chil ef go out of his land
e [b] ﬂmmamﬂhhmmm_&lgns_mglﬁs)ﬁm_qﬁg&d.Em
so that he would free God's people

e [3] The Pharisees also had closed minds
e [a] Mark 3:5

e {1} And when He had looked around at them with anger,
being grieved by the hardness of their hearts, He said fo
the man, "Strefch out your hand.” And he stretched it

and hi: was the of,

e [b] They remained blind to the signs (miracles) Jesus offered
them so that they would understand that God appointed Him
to be the Savior, the Chiist of His people, Israel, and of all

® [4] Surprisingly, on some occasions, the disciples whom Jesus
personally chose and taught had closed minds!

e [a] Mark 6:48

e {1} ini
wind was against them, About the fourth watch of the
night he went out to them, walking on the lake. He was
about to pass by them,
e 2] on the lake, they
thought he was a ghost. They crnied out, 50 because
they all saw him and were termified. Immediately he
spoke to them and said, “Take courage! itis [, Dop't be
afraid.”

e (3] 51 Then he climbed info the boat with them, and the wind
died down. They were completely amazed, 52 for they
had not understood about the loaves; their hearls were
hardened.

e [b] They remained blind to the sign (the feeding miracle) that
Jesus offered them so that they would understand that He

. or the Chist of
His people. Israel,_and of all peoples
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e [c] Since the disciples represeni the Church, their inclusion
amongst those with hardened hearts must be a waming to
us

® {1} The threat of closing our minds (and lives) to God will
always exist in the Church
e {2} We fail to understand that Jesus is

e (a} Our Christ -- we still try to save ourselves

e (b} The Son of God -- that the love we experience in our
daily lives is our God Himself
® {c} The Son of Man -- that Jesus saves us by serving
us with His Love, not by using His powers to change
our world
® [5] To capture in modern English the Biblical word used, some
transiations now interpret and substitute “mind” where the
original texts say "heart”
e d) Passover

e (1) Exodus 12:3

® (a) "Speak to all the congregation of Israel, saying: _On the fenth day
of this month every man shall for hi famb, according to
the house of his father. a famb for a household

e (b) 4 'And if the househoid is too small for the famb, let him and his
neighbor next to his house take it according to the number of the
persons; according to each man's need you shall make your
count for the lamb.

e (¢c) 5 Yourlamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first year You

- :
Emmﬂlmmmmw - fou shall
Mﬂiﬁmﬂwww ! egali o ™

o 7 mmwmm

they shall eat the flesh on that night' roasted in fire, with
unieavened bread and with bitter herbs they shalf eat it
e (e) .13 ‘Now the blood shall be a sign for )

® (2) The Hebrews were warned to prepare carefully for this most sacred
meal

e (a) They were to kill a lamb, pour its blood on their door, and fo share
s meat

e [1] To understand the sign, we must remember that “blood” was
and is symbolic of life, not death
® [2] The Hebrews were to protect themselves from death by using
a sign of life
e (b) The Angel of death then passed over all these homes protected
by life
e (c) Jesus makes concrete this symbolism in our hearts and lives
e [1] He protects us from true death by covering us with His blood,
His life,
e [2] He covers, fills, us with His Spirit -- a Spirit that has conquered
death by His resurrection
® [3] His Love (symbolized by and in Jesus’ blood, Jesus’ life)
protects us from death (all or any area of ourselves not
knowing love)
® (3) Pharaoh first releases, then relents, and finally pursues the freed
Hebrews with his army and, most feared of all, his chariots
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e (a) Exodus 12:29

e [1] Atmidnight the LORD struck down ajl the firstbomn in Eqypt
from the firstbom of Pharach, who sat on the throne, to the
firstborn of the prisoner, who was in the dungeon, and the
firstborn of all the livestock as well.

® [2] 30 Pharach and all his officials and all the Egyptians got up

during the night, and there was loud wailing in Egypt, for there
was not a house without someone dead.

e [3] 31 During the ni
said,_“Up! Leave my people, you and the [sraelites! Go,
worship the LORD as you have requested 32 Take your
flocks and herds, as you have said, and go. And also bless
me.”

e [4] 33 The Egyptians urged the people to hurry and leave the
country.

e (4) The Hebrews escaped through the Sea of Reeds — not the “Red

Sea” — the sea, itself, is not identified
e (a) Exodus 14:21
® [1] Then Moses strefched out his hand over the sea, and gl that
night tﬂg LQBD drove the sea back with a S trong_east wind and

22 and the
Israelites went through the sea on dry ground, with a wall of
water on their right and on their left.
e [2] 23 The Egyptians pursued them, and all Pharaoh’s horses and
chariots and horsemen followed them into the sea.
e (b) The water divided -- God used a natural agent: a strong, hot wind

e [1] The wind “drove the sea back”
e [a] Note: the Bible did not say that the wind “parted the waters”
e [b] The “parting” was our interpretation of the event

® (2] And the wind dried the ground so that the people were not
bogged in a mire
e (¢) The Egyptians pursued and were drowned

e [1] Exodus 14:24

® [c] 27 Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at
daybreak the sea went back to its place. The Egyptians
were fleeing towards it, and the LORD swept them into the
sea. 2

e [d] 28 The waler flowed back and covered the chanots and

horsemen-the enfire anmy. of Pharaoh that had followed the

: ites i E N T ved

® fe] 29 But the Israelites went through the sea on dry ground,
with a wall of water on their right and on their left.
e &) The Joumey in the Wasteland Area, — a better description of the area
than implied by the word “desert”
o (1) [CHART]

e (2) God miraculously fed the Israelites in the wasteland
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® (a) God provided them with the mysterious “Manna” - which they
later understood to be a bread from Heaven
o [1] Exodus 16:2
e [a] In the desert the whole community grumbled against Moses
and Aaron.

e [b] 3 The Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by the
LORD'’s hand in Eqypt! There we sat round pots of meat
and afe all the food we wanted, but you have brought us out

into this desert to starve this entire assembly to death.”

h for that day. In this way:
see whether they will follow my instructions.
e (b) And, on at least one occasion, God provided them with a
superabundance of fowt

e [1] Exodus 16:7
e [a] ‘And in the moming you shall see the glory of the LORD: for

e [b] 8 Also Moses said, “This shall be seen when the LORD
gives you meat to eat in the evening, and in the morning
bread to the full; for the LORD hears your complaints which
you make against Him. And what are we? Your complaints
are not against us but against the LORD.”

e [c] 9 Then Moses spoke to Aaron, “Say to all the congregation
of the children of Israel, ‘Come near before the LORD, for
He has heard your complaints.”™

e [d] 10 Now jtcame fo _a.S_AﬁEQILSP_QKe_tQJb.e_Wb.QlQ
congregation of the children of Israel, that they looked
toward the wilderness, and behold, the glory of the LORD
appeared in the cloud.

e [e] 11 And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 12 “f have heard
the complamts of the children of Israel. Speak {o them,

ing, At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the moming

y_q_g shall be filled with bread. And you shalf know that { am

e [ 13 So jf was that quails came up at evening and covered
the camp, and in the moming the dew lay all around the

camp.
e (3) God also guided them during their sojoum in the wasteland
e (a) Exodus 13:21

e [1] And the LORD went before them by day.in a pillar of cloud fo
fead the way._and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light, so
as to go by day and night. 22 He did not take away the pillar of
cloud by day or the pillar of fire by night from before the people.

e f) The Sinai Covenant
e (1) God took the initiative and formed a covenant with Israel
e (a) Exodus24:1
e [1] TIhen he said to Moses, “Come up to the LORD you and
Aaron, Nadab and Abihy
You are to worship at a distance, 2 but Moses alone is to

approach the LORD; the others must not come near. And the
people may not come up with him.”

o [2] ¢
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e [3] 4 Moses then wrote down everything the LORD had said. He
got up early the next moming and built an alfar at the foot of the
mountain and set up twelve stone pillars representing the
twelve tribes of Israel.

e [4] 5 Then he sent young [sraelite men, and they offered burnt
offerings and sacrificed young bulls as fellowship offerings to
the LORD 6 Moses took half of the plood and put it in bowls.
and the other haif he sprinkled on the aifar.

e [5] 7 Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read it fo the

people. They responded, "We will do everything the LORD has
said; we will obey.” 8 Moses then took the blood, sprinkled it on

the people and said, “This is the blood of the covenant that the

e (2) The people, (not individuals,) accepted the entire “Law *
e (a) And “The Law” referred to far more than just Ten Commandments

® (b) The term refers to the whole “word” God has spoken -- it's more
accurate to say “The Teaching,” “The Instruction,” than to
say “The Law”
e [1] Both of these words more accurately reflect the true meaning
of “Torah”
e {a] They translate the Hebrew word used in the Biblical text

® [b] They describe the combined contents of the 5 books
® [2] The term refers to all that God teaches by word and by action
e [a] In His words recorded in these books
e [b] And through His deeds recorded in these books
¢ (c) The Two Stone Tablets
e [1] Exodus 24:12
e [a] Then the LORD said fo Moses, “Come up to Me on the

meuntain and be there; and | will give
_that
ou T h them.”
e [2] Exodus 31:18

e [a] And when He had made an end of speaking with him on

M wrillen with the finger of God
o [3] Exodus 341
e [a] Andthe [ORD said to Moses, “Cut two tablets of stone like
the first ones, and [ will write on these tablefs the words that

e [b] 2 “So be ready in the moming, and come up in the moming
to Mount Sinai, and present yourself to Me there on the top
of the mountain. 3 “And no man shall come up with you, and
let no man be seen throughout all the mountain; let neither
flocks nor herds feed before that mountain.”

4 So he cut two fablets of stone like the first ones, Then
as the LORD had commanded him: and he fook in his hand
the two fablets of stone.
o [4] Notthe tableis the way we picture them

e [a] With half the 10 Commandments on each side

e [b] Instead

o [c]
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e {1} Whatever the people thought was the basis of the pact
uniting this people with God was recorded exactly the
same on both tablets!

e {2} W was traditional for covenants to be carved in duplicate

e {a} One copy was kept by the lord
e {b} The other by the vassal of the ruler

e {3} Of course God has no need to keep a copy, but the
traditional covenant pattern is observed
e g) The Wiiderness: Israel remained “40 years” (inan area a little like the
Wichita Wildlife Refuge)
e (1) [CHART]
® (2) We must remember that the use of numbers in the Bible is usually
symbolic!
e (3) "40” is a number that symbolizes an entire generation

e (38) Numbers 32:11
® [1] ‘Becauss they have not followed me wholeheartedly,_not one of
the men twenty years old or more who came yp

h p out of Egypt
7 he land | - ! !
son of Jephunneh the

Jacob-- 12 not one except Caleb
Kenizzite and Joshua son of Nun, for they followed the L ORD
wholeheartedly.’
e [2] 13 The LORD's anger bumned against Israel and he made them
wander in the desert for forty years, until the whole generation
T no had o 7 his siaht

e (b) Of those who left Egypt, only two (Joshua and Caleb) entered the
Promised Land

e (c) Even Moses, Aaron, and Miriam do not enter
e [1] Aaron was the brother of Moses and the first High Priest
e [a] Exodus27:21
bﬂm@—wm”i - i WMKE!!ZEC[!
enerations on behalf of the
children of Israel.
e [b} His clay feet:
e {1} Making the golden calf
e {a} Exodus 32.2

® ((1)) And Aaron said to them, "Break off the golden
earrings which are in the ears of your wives,
xo.um.gm..and.ymndaugbtem._and_baag.tbﬂm

e ((2}) 3 “So all the people broke off the goiden
earrings which were in their ears, and brought
them to Aaron.

e ((3)) 4And he received the gold from their hand. and
he fashi 7 with ! ] | mad
Q Israel, that brought you out of the land of
Equet”

e {2} Grumbling against Moses
e {a} Numbers 12:1

e ((1)) Then Minam and Aaron spoke against Moses

because of the Ethiopian wornan whom he had
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woman, ) )

® ((2) L&o_tbemm._ﬂa%me_LQBD_mdﬁed.smkea
only through Moses? Has He not spoken
through us also?” And the LORD heard it 3
(Now the man Moses was very humble, more
than all men who were on the face of the earth.)

e [2] Miriam was the sister of Moses
e [a] And she was also a prophetess
e {1} Exodus 1520
e {a} Then Miriam the prophetess, the sister of Aaron,
i the timbrel in her hand: and all f
out after her with timbrels and with dances.

e (b} 21 And Miriam answered them: “Sing to the LORD.
MWMMM
fder He has thrown info the seal”

e {2} Scholars believe the song of Miriam is among the oldest
parts of the Bible

e [b] Her clay feet: grumbling with Aaron against Moses
e 2 "Miracles”
e a) Forus a miracle is a sudden action contrary to a Law of Nature
e b) Inthe Bible, it's an action that reveals God, a “sign”
e (1) It need not necessarily go against any Law of Nature
e (2) The “plagues” could all have had a natural cause

® (3) Something similar to the misfortune described in each plague is
experienced on occasions in Egypt as the result of a natural
phenomenon

e (4) Itis possible the miracle was not in the event, but in the timing

e c) Why does God work miracles?
e (1) God acts because He loves the person on whom or for whom He
acts

e (a) Miracles are signs of this love

o (b) We must go behind the sign fo discover and experience God
e [1] MW&W@WML&&&
e [2] ﬂuuo_tmw_tbg_lg_zm_cammﬁmn_etﬁad_wb&b_sbmld.ﬂﬂuﬁ
with awe
e (2) Too many people only look at the sign like the crowd did at the
feeding in John
e (a) John 6:26

answered th Ji! id, "Mosi uredly, | say to vou,
_not because you saw the signs._buf because you

r for i s,_but for the food
you, because God the Father has sef His seal on Him."
e (b) The people wanted an earthly king who would satisfy all their
human cravings
e [1] They wouldn’t have to work!

e [2] This "king” would provide them with everything

e [3] All the while their hearts were starving -- and still would be
starving if their human needs alone were satisfied
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® [4] Far worse, they missed seeing that Jesus had been repeating
actions only God could perform -- feeding His people in the
wilderness
e (c) Christians today can echo this error in their own walks of faith

e [1] Some Catholics stop with experiencing the separate
Sacraments, not going behind the sign to uncover a deeper
understanding of the enduring mystery of Jesus

e [2] Some Protestants stop at experiencing the words of the Bible
texts, not going behind the word 1o uncover a deeper
understanding of the enduring mystery of Jesus

® [3] Both groups miss what each sign, each Sacrament, each
Biblical text communicates: differing experiences of the God
who saves us




